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Winners Unveiled

The European Cultural Centre (ECC) is pleased to
announce the winners of the ECC Awards 2025, unveiled
during the Closing Day of the biennial architecture
exhibition Time Space Existence on 23 November 2025.
Practitioners were awarded with a unique artwork
by Dutch artist and ECC founder, Rene Rietmeyer.
The awards celebrate outstanding contributions to
contemporary architecture, design, and spatial practice,
honouring projects that demonstrate exceptional
originality, execution, storytelling, and engagement with
the biennial’s key themes: Repair, Regenerate, and Reuse.

A distinguished jury of industry experts selected four
winning projects from a shortlist of 21 works featured in
Time Space Existence 2025 and previously identified by ECC
organising team. Each recognised exhibit reimagines the built
environment with a forward-looking sensibility, rethinking
space, communities, and materials to propose new pathways
toward a more resilient and sustainable future.

A total of 207 practices from more than 52 countries
parficipating in the seventh edition of Time Space

The Jury

The jury is composed of five professionals working in the
fields of architecture and design.
« lvan Blasi, Director of the EUmies Awards;
« Amit Gupta, Founder & Editor in Chief at STIRworld;
» Christele Harrouk, Editor in Chief at ArchDaily;
« Ursula Schwitalla, BDA ao, Honorary Senator
Tubingen University;
« Martha Thorne, Writer, Curator, Consultant and
Urbanist.

Existence were automatically eligible for consideration.
This broad eligibility underscores the ECC’s ongoing
commitment to elevating a diverse range of voices and
offering global practitioners meaningful opportunities
for recognition within the architectural and design
community.

Since 2010 the ECC Awards highlight projects that not
only advance architectural innovation, but also respond
to urgent contemporary issues, inviting the public and
industry alike to reflect on how creative practice can help
shape a better world.

Rachele De Stefano explains - Through these awards,
we hope to make a meaningful contribution by supporting
projects by participants in the exhibition that look to
the future with care and responsibility. We value work
that advances the conversation on how architecture can
become an instrument for positive change by strengthening
communities, improving the quality of life, and fostering a
more respectful relationship between human beings, the
environment and all its inhabitants and resources.

The Categories

This year’s edition of the ECC Awards will celebrate
exceptional projects in the categories of Architecture,
Design, University Project, and Art Installation.

» Architecture Project, Recognising outstanding built
or unbuilt projects that redefine how we live, work,
and interact with space;

» Design Project, Celebrating innovative design
solutions that merge creativity with functionality;

« University Project, Showcasing visionary academic
research work in architecture;

» Art Installation, Celebrating projects that adopt
an artistic approach, utilising various media and/or
creatively transforming the space.
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The Winners

Architecture Project Category

Celina Abba + Enrique Cavelier

Country: USA

Title of the project: Plantation Futures

Location: Palazzo Mora
The project uncovers overlooked plantation narratives
by foregrounding Black landscapes forged for refuge,
joy, and resistance: the swamp, the ditch, and the plot. It
critiques heritage practices shaped by colonial legacies,
weaving together archival research to amplify voices that
have long been forgotten. Plantation Futures advances
decolonial approaches to conservation by highlighting
the interconnected stories of human and non-human
worlds, envisioning pathways toward restorative futures
grounded in repair and regeneration.

Christele Harrouk affirms: Celina Abba and Enrique
Cavelier’s project safeguards memory while reconciling
with the past through research on cultural sites and a
multidisciplinary series of interventions. By addressing the
enduring legacies of plantation landscapes, it transforms
a problematic challenge into a call for action, pushing the
boundaries of conventional conservation practices.

Martha Thorne adds: In these difficult times, it is
necessary to look to unexpected places for messages and
actions. Landscape is certainly one that can tell us about
our past, who we are today and where we hope to go.

University Project Category

Slovak University of Technology,
VA Gregor Varga Smatanova

Country: Slovakia

Title of the project: Manor and small

noble houses in Slovakia

Location: Palazzo Mora
The Manor and Small Noble Houses project delves into
the layered histories of forgotten estates, exploring their
adaptive reuse in contemporary contexts. In collaboration
with local communities, NGOs, and the Monuments Board
of Slovakia, they examine their architectural narratives,
their role in shaping cultural identity, and their potential
for social and ecological renewal. Through research,
photography, and spatial storytelling, they seek to
bridge past and present, revealing these estates as silent
witnesses of time, resilience, and fransformation.

Amit Gupta says: An artistic expression that reflects
lateral thinking of students and faculty, while talking
about a simple concept of adaptive reuse, heritage and
preservation.

Design Project Category

Polyhedral Structures Laboratory, Weitzman
School of Design, University of Pennsylvania,
Masoud Akbarzadeh with Sika

Counftry: USA

Title of the project: Diamanti

Location: Palazzo Bembo
Diamanti structure is an industry-academic collaborative
research that showcases a high-performing, sustainable
modular spanning funicular system developed using a
comprehensive design method considering new and
existing fabrication and construction technologies.
The structural form, including the load paths inside the
structure, is determined from Polyhedral Graphic Statics
involving pure compression and tensile forces through its
funicular geometry.

Ivan Blasi explains: Diamanti is a groundbreaking
exploration of long-span structural systems that combines
elegance, efficiency, and sustainability. Using funicular
geometries optimised through polyhedral graphic statics,
the project reduces concrete usage by nearly 60% and
steel reinforcement by 80% compared to conventional
methods, while achieving exceptional load-bearing
capacity. Through robotic 3D-printing, post-tensioning,
and modular construction, Diamanti minimises waste,
enables full disassembly, and ensures complete
recyclability, demonstrating how advanced design

can reshape the future of resilient, resource-conscious
structures.

Art Installation Category

WHYIXD

Country: Taiwan

Title of the project: Tender Soul of Ocean:

A Marine Climate Preservation Initiative

Location: Palazzo Bembo
For its Venice iteration, Tender Soul of Ocean: A Marine
Climate Preservation Initiative captured wind data using
an anemometer. This information was transformed into
dynamic light patterns through generative programming,
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with LED filaments emitting soft, 360-degree light
evocative of flowing water. The immersive design invited
audiences to experience the rhythms of nature, moving
through a space inspired by the fluidity of ocean waves.
Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the installation archived
wind data, serving as a climate recorder and prompting
reflection on environmental fragility.

Ursula Schwitalla affirms: An immersive art installation
that translates local wind data into moving light patterns,
touching viewers emotionally and making them part

of the artwork. At the same time, it vividly conveys the
connection between the outside and the inside, between
nature and humans, between technology and art. Beyond
its artistic appeal the installation archived climate data
during the Biennale months.

Special Mention

Semiillas

Country: Peru

Title of the project: El Museo Itinerante del

Bosque (The Wandering Forest Manifesto)

Location: Palazzo Mora
The Museo Itinerante del Bosque was born from
the Mencoriari community’s dream to retrace their
relationship with the forest, acting as a catalyst
for collective memory and inspiring neighbouring
communities to recognise their own knowledge of the
environment. The Wandering Forest Manifesto features
paintings by native students that tell the story of the
forest: from myth and colonisation to the loss and revival
of knowledge.

Rachele De Stefano highlights: The Semillas’ project,
Territory of Wisdom is a reflection on the deep relationship
between architecture, pedagogy, and the Amazonian
forest. The work by Semillas invites visitors to imagine new
ways of practicing architecture and education, where local
knowledge, cultural heritage, and the forest itself shape
how we learn and how we live.

With a mission to celebrate innovation across creative
disciplines, with the ECC Awards the European Cultural
Cenfres aims to recognise those who present new
perspectives to shape a better future. Discover more
about this year’s ECC Awards winners and shortlisted by
browsing the following
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Notes to Editors

Time Space Existence 2025

The seventh edition of Time Space Existence, the biennial
architecture exhibition organised by ECC lItaly in Venice,
welcomes visitors from 10 May to 23 November, 2025. The
group show takes place across the three iconic venues of
Palazzo Bembo, Palazzo Mora, and the Marinaressa Gardens,
offering a unique stage to highlight the vital role of architects
and designers as agents of positive change, leading the
way foward more sustainable, inclusive, and regenerative
ways of living. This year’s iteration of the show focuses on
the themes of Repair, Regenerate, and Reuse. The exhibition
moves beyond merely questioning how to build more sus-
tainably; it seeks to showcase tangible applications, seeing
architecture as a force for environmental and social repair.
Discover more about

About ECC Italy

The European Cultural Centre Italy (ECC Italy) is part of

the non-profit association ECC Worldwide based in the
Netherlands. ECC is dedicated to fostering cultural and
intellectual exchange through exhibitions, cultural projects,
publications, video series, and educational programmes
around the world. In Venice, ECC Italy restores and cares
for historic venues, opening them to the public free of
charge and sharing art, culture, and beauty with everyone.

About the Jury

Ivan Blasi

Director of EUmies Awards

Born in 1976 in Barcelona, Ivan Blasi is an architect
and curator. He graduated from the Escola Superior d’Ar-
quitectura de Barcelona (ETSAB) in 2002 and co-founded
100to Arquitectura in 2003. Since 2014, he has been the
curator of programmes and awards at the Fundacio Mies
van der Rohe, overseeing the EUmies Awards. He teach-
es at the Barcelona Architecture Center and at La Salle
Campus Barcelona and has been invited to participate in
debates and events around the world.

Amit Gupta

Founder and Editor-in-Chief of STIR

Amit Gupta is the founder and Editor-in-Chief of STIR
- an award-winning global media house and curatorial
agency that is committed to promoting, propagating and
fostering creativity and innovation in the fields of design,
architecture, and art. A creative thinker, curator and entre-
preneur, Amit has worked for over three decades with a
motivation fo facilitate infersections across diverse creative
disciplines and distant geographies while launching pio-

neering initiatives that propel the creative discourse, prac-
fice, and allied industries. Starting with a career in advertis-
ing, Amit soon moved on to set up India’s first architecture
and design gallery in the late 1990s. Progressively, STIR
was founded in 2014 and is the only global media house in
the field emanating from the region. He is geared to launch
the next ventures focused on the foundational principles of
STIR, i.e content, connect, collaboration, and community.

Christele Harrouk

Architect, Urban Designer, Editor-in-Chief of ArchDaily

Christele Harrouk is a French-Lebanese architect, urban
designer, and Editor-in-Chief of ArchDaily, the world’s lead-
ing architecture platform. Since joining in 2019, she has
played a key role in shaping ArchDaily’s editorial direction,
strengthening industry partnerships, and driving innovative
content strategies that bridge architecture, media, and ur-
ban development. A passionate advocate for diverse voices
in architecture, Christele actively contributes to global dis-
cussions as a speaker, panelist, and writer, fostering mean-
ingful conversations on the built environment. She holds
a Master’s in Urban Design and a Master’s in Architecture,
blending her design expertise with a deep understanding
of media’s role in shaping the profession.

Ursula Schwitalla

BDA ao, Honorary Senator Tiibingen University, Germany

Dr. Ursula Schwitalla BDA ao, Honorary Senator Tlibingen
University, Germany, studied history, geography, politics, and
art history and works as an exhibition curator and art con-
sultant. She is an extraordinary member of the Association
of German Architects (BDA). With degrees in history, geog-
raphy, politics, and a PhD in art history, she lectured at the
Humboldt University of Berlin and the University of Tiibingen,
and at the latter she has been curating the lecture series
“Architecture Today” for twenty years, which has resulted in
publications such as Built or Unbuilt: Architects Present Their
Favourite Projects (2006) as well as Women in Architecture
(2021), a basic work on international women architects in
history and present. She is the Founder and Chair of Diversity
in Architecture (DIVIA), an NPO offering for the first time in
Germany a prize for international women architects.

Martha Thorne

Writer, curator, consultant and urbanist

Martha Thorne is passionate about cities and how archi-
tecture, urbanism, and other disciplines can collaborate to
make cities more liveable and sustainable for all. Currently
working freelance, she facilitates important activities in ar-
chitecture. She has served as Senior Advisor to the H. F. Obel
Foundation, Dean of IE School of Architecture & Design and
Executive Director of the Pritzker Prize from 2005 to 2021.
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